Three Kings School

Week 4, Term 3 2022
Newsletter
Junior playground
Our junior playground has had a refresh.
Our junior students were excited on Friday to be able to go
back on their playground. All of the metal work has been
taken away and recoated, many of the structures have had a
face lift and safety pads have been put onto all of the
platforms. We have also extended the playground to include
some balance play equipment in an unused space. The senior
playground has had all of its ropes replaced, some of its metal
re-powder coated to keep it looking new and will soon have the safety pads on all of the platforms too.

Lockdown
This message will also go out today by email and through the
app. Please check your email address is up to date with the
school.
Good afternoon parents and whānau,
At our school, several times a year, we practice evacuation and
lockdown drills. Practising these drills means that children know what to do and there is less confusion
in the case of a real emergency.
Tomorrow, Wednesday 17th August, we will have a practice lockdown exercise.
Prior to the lockdown exercise, children will receive information from their teacher that is relevant to
their age, which may include a social story such as “There is a fire in the area with a lot of smoke” or “a
swarm of insects on the school grounds”.
Tomorrow’s exercise will be as real-life as possible, which will mean that parents/families will receive
notification by way of the school app and/or email. The information sent will emphasise that this is an
exercise/practice.
Can we please remind all parents and caregivers to ensure your contact details, mobile phone
numbers and email addresses are always current, and if possible that you download the school app
(instructions below) as this will be our way to communicate with you, should an emergency occur at the
school. Can you please remind and encourage your children to not use any form of electronic device,
either prior to, during or after we have any sort of lock down/evacuation, be it a practice or a genuine
incident. This allows for the correct information to be sent out, and for you as families and caregivers to
be the first ones to receive information from the school and that it is accurate.
In a genuine incident, should you hear of a lockdown or evacuation at the school we ask that you do
not attend the school or phone, as we will not be able to respond. Your presence at or contact with the
school may make it more difficult for us to manage the situation and could potentially place your
children and in fact yourselves at risk.
We thank you for your support,
Three Kings School / Te Tātua O Rakataura
Downloading the school app;
Go to the school App store on your apple or android device Search SchoolAppsNZ to download the app
onto your device Then search ‘Three Kings School’ to find our school’s app

Bricks for Kidz
Laws of Physics workshops for Toki Syndicate
Have you been to Bricks 4 Kids? Well, we have, and we loved it!
Let us tell you all about it. It was a warm winter’s day last
Friday as we travelled to the hall excitedly. When we arrived,
we raced to get a good seat and talked “quietly” while they set
up. We talked about Newton's laws of motion, which are:
(1) Every object moves in a straight line unless acted upon by a force.
(2) The acceleration of an object is directly proportional to the net force exerted and inversely
proportional to the object's mass, or F(force)= m(mass) x a(acceleration).
(3) For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.
Then the fun started! We made weighted Lego gymnasts that powered the cars using momentum.
When we finished, we tested it out and raced them. It was SO much fun. By Griffin and Eesha, Year 5
We made a cool Lego gymnastic creation and he moved by gears and weights in the Lego pieces on the
legs. We had a really good time and had fun talking about Isaac Newton’s laws. We did a relay race to
see who could go the fastest. We swapped over in the middle of the hall and whoever got there first
won a lollie. By Coco and Kura, Year 5
It was so much fun and we enjoyed building. It was a great way to educate us and you got to build with
your friends. The task was really creative. We learnt about momentum, the laws of physics and friction.
By Sophie, Reece and Anya, Year 6
It was a collaborative, Lego-building experience and we built these gymnast car-type things. When you
swung them they’d go forwards or backwards. We learnt about Newtons Laws of Physics. It was
exciting, cool and fun! By Harry and Samuel, Year 6

Netball season in full swing
There are a lot of boys and girls who play Netball during the
week, at Windmill Rd in Mt Eden. We have many teams
representing TKS, from Year 3 right up to Year 6.
Netball is really fun and collaborative. It is definitely our
favourite sport and we really recommend it. Netball taught us
to work as a team, have better sportsmanship and even make
new friends! This sport challenges us by playing against other
schools and helps us to achieve our best. We train with the
other team as well. We love this sport and think you should try it too (or your kids). Not to mention at
the end of each game you could possibly get lollies!! Now you might be wondering who gives out the
lollies… the PLAYER OF THE DAY. The player of the day is when you or someone in your team does
really well then the coach will hand a certificate out to whoever they think tried harder than anybody
else. Then at the next game, whoever got player of the day in the last game might bring lollies. Another
reason why you should try it, is because it helps you get fitter. There are also super fun training games
and we’re sure that you all will really enjoy them.
By: Julia, Chloe, Maddy and Makayla:)

Book Fair - Thank you!
A HUGE thank you for helping to make our book fair a
wonderful success. We have raised a total of $2,943.71 to
spend on books for our school library.
Books valued at $410.00 were also donated to the library.

and literacy.

All of us at Three Kings School thank you very much for your
generosity and support of the importance of reading books

Feedback on the written Report
We are seeking feedback on the written report sent out mid
and end of year. Two years ago we went through a process
gathering voice from teachers, students and parents around
the written report and made changes to the format.
Two years on and we are seeking parent voice again. This time
we are not looking to change the format again but are looking
at ways we could tweak and adapt it. To gather this voice I will be holding several parent forums in the
school Library. The idea is that these will take the form of a friendly chat with the aim of enabling me to
get more of a general feeling of what the community think, want and need.
To enable me to facilitate these sessions in the planned manner I will be limiting numbers to approximately
ten parents per session. If we are over subscribed There is potential to arrange other sessions later in the
year.
There are still spaces available. If you would be interested in attending and sharing your thoughts you can
indicate your interest on this google form. I will collate the results and confirm your attendance closer to the
day.
Forum 1 - Tuesday 30th August 9am to 10am (limited space left)
Forum 2 - Monday 5th September 9am to 10am
Forum 3 - Tuesday 6th September 9am to 10am

DISCO TIME!
The PTA is SUPER excited... Summer's Coming and so is our
first DISCO of the Year!
Join us on 9 September for a night of dancing and fun!
Tickets on sale via Kindo or at the School office now $2 entry
only or $4 for a combo with a slice of pizza
Year 0-2 (Preschoolers are welcome) 4pm -5pm
Year 3-6 (No younger siblings sorry) 5:30pm - 7pm
We would love parents to help with organising the next one so
let us know if you are keen 3kingspta@gmail.com or come
along on 24 August to the helpers drive and information
session. 3:10pm in the library.

Non-Uniform Day
Dress as someone or something you love.
The House Leaders and Class Representatives would like to
fundraise for HeartKids this term. We will be having a non
uniform day on Friday 26 August. Please dress as something or
someone you love.
Gold coin donation.

Basketball Zone Day
Havana and Finley wrote this recount of the Zone Basketball
Day. On Tuesday 9th August we had basketball zones.We were
at Trusts Stadium. Each game was 10 minutes long, all four of
the teams played 5 games against other schools. We walked
inside and put our stuff down. Suddenly the first game was
called up. We all cheered on the TKS Tane who were playing
first. Next it was the girls, they played against each other twice.
Finally it was our turn, we were the TKS Tangaroa. After three
games we were exhausted but luckily we had a big break.
Everyone had lots of fun and did lots of running. By Havana and Finley

Run Club
Run club for our Year 5's and 6's has started again on
Wednesday mornings.
Some keen runners joined Mr Sutton, Miss Neary and some
wonderful parent help last Wednesday morning for our first
run club of 2022. We have kept the distance quite short for
now, but it was awesome to see a range of running abilities all
keen to brave the streets of Three Kings on a cold winter
morning. We look forward to continuing training for Term 3, as
some students will be keen to work towards the 'Kids
Marathon' on Sunday 30th October. If anyone else in year 5 or
6 is keen to join please speak to either Mr Sutton or Miss
Neary for more information.
We're already looking forward to running club again on Wednesday!

PTA Helper Drive!
We need YOU! (Please)
If you would love to see the Trivia Night return or are keen to
see the Scarecrow Festival make a come back please come and
join us to learn more about the PTA and how just a few hours
can help a WHOLE lot!
Wednesday 24 August 3:10pm in the library.
ALL WELCOME!

BOOK AMNESTY
Do you have any of our readers lurking under beds or on
bookshelves?
We have noticed that we have a number of readers that seem
to have shrunk in numbers. Maybe you have some at home
that you keep meaning to return - we would LOVE them back!
Please check bookbags and other sneaky hiding places and
return them to your class teacher, no questions asked.

Parent Partnership Meetings
Week 2 saw almost 90% of our families onsite
Many thanks to all our whānau who braved the cold to join us
for Parent Partnership Meetings. It was a fantastic chance to
come together and collaborate around your child and their
learning.
One of our year Year 6 parents shared that it was "fantastic" to see their child's relationship with their
teacher as this was "so important" to their success.
Family support is another crucial aspect of our learners' success so it was lovely to be able to sit down
with families and talk about learners and their learning.
If you are yet to connect with your child's class teacher feel free to contact them directly to make a
time.

Community access to masks
The Government is increasing accessibility to masks for people
in the wider community. More masks are being provided to
help stop the spread of COVID-19 and to protect people who
are at higher risk of more severe illness if they contract COVID19. You do not need to have COVID-19 or have COVID-19
symptoms to get free masks.
Free medical masks
You can get free medical face masks by:
picking them up from testing centres and collection points
alongside your free rapid antigen tests (RATs)
visiting a participating pharmacy
talking to a participating GP or alternative community healthcare provider.
To order RATs online visit the Ministry of Health website.
Rapid antigen testing (RAT) – Ministry of Health
Alternatively, if you’re unable to order RATs online or visit a participating healthcare provider in person,
call 0800 222 478 and select option 3.
For a list of testing locations with free face masks visit the Health Point website.
COVID-19 testing – Health Point
Free P2/N95 particulate respirator masks
In addition to medical masks, P2/N95 particulate respirator masks are also available from the providers
mentioned.
P2/N95 masks will be prioritised for those people at higher risk of severe illness if they contract COVID19. This includes people:
with compromised immunity
with high-risk medical conditions
who are older
who live in aged care facilities
who are pregnant
with a disability
who live with mental health conditions or addictions
of Māori and Pacific ethnicity
who smoke.

For information about people considered at higher risk, see the Ministry of Health website.
Higher risk people – Ministry of Health

2023 return date
We are already begining to look ahead to next year. This is an
early heads up to all parents that Thursday 2nd February will
be the first day back for all students next year.

Speech and Drama Lessons- Epsom
Community Centre

Brain Play
Brain Play teaches after-school science & technology classes to
Kiwi kids aged 5 - 13. Find us in 9 venues across Auckland and
online. Topics this term include 3D printing, electronics,
coding, animation, STEM experiments & more. Free trials
available for new students. We also run regular events across
Auckland, including free events! Make sure to follow us on
social media and check the Events page on the website so you
don't miss out. Check out our after-school timetable on our
website and use the form to get in touch https://www.brainplay.co.nz/.
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